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“Black women are three times more likely to die from 
a pregnancy-related cause than white women,” said 
Erroll I. Byer, Jr., MD, Chair of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
at The Brooklyn Hospital Center (TBHC). Dr. Byer pre-
sented this startling fact in an in-depth presentation, 
“Understanding and Reversing Racial Disparities in 
Maternity Care,” at the hospital’s annual Legislative 
Breakfast, held on April 24. Community leaders along 
with State Senator Jabari Brisport, State Assembly 
Members Jo Ann Simon and Phara Souffrant Forrest, 
and Council Member Crystal Hudson, joined to hear 
and participate in the important topic.

Dr. Beyer pointed to poor access to healthcare, under-
lying chronic conditions, structural racism and implicit 


