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PET/CT is more sensitive than CT and bone scan for most 
aggressive solid tumor types and lymphoma. Therefore, 
any time there is a moderate to high probability for M 
disease, PET/CT is the favored technology. Additionally 
when the N status of a patient is difficult to assess – 
surgically internal mammary lymph nodes, mediastinal 
lymph nodes, retroperitoneal nodes – PET/CT will be more 
sensitive than CT.

Caveats
These are special circumstances that should be considered 
when using PET for staging:
•	 Lymphomas: MALT B cell lymphomas, CLL (unless 




